HAI

Symposium

1

HAI & >Ry L 2021
Human-Agent Interaction Symposium 2021

Human-Horse Interaction Model in Jumping

R VrrR—77—BmE? IIAREH?  hEHME!

Asahi Tsuruo!, Monamie Ringhofer?, Shinya Yamamoto?, Kazushi Ikeda!

N R S SIS TN S
! Nara Institute of Science and Technology

> HUHRREH
2 Kyoto University

Abstract: In horse-riding, a rider controls the horse through their interaction so that the horse
runs fast or jumps over hurdles. Even though the rider has an important role in controlling a
jumping horse, the rider’s policy is still open in the jumping. Thus, to identify the rider’s policy in
the jumping as the understandable quality is required. As the quality, we applied the peak force,
the peak power, and the total work that the horse needs to produce. To identify the rider’s policy
in the interaction, we regarded a jumping horse and its rider as the one-dimensional system in the
vertical displacement and modeled it, based on spring-damper-mass models proposed in horse’s
trot, using the displacements of the centers of gravity of horses and riders from video data. The
result indicates that the rider’s policy is to minimize the peak force and power that the horse
produces at landing. This means that the rider’s policy can be to suppress the sudden muscle
motion of the horse at landing in the jumping. In addition, the nature of horse-rider interaction
in the jumping would be the mass-point bouncing in the vertical displacement. In conclusion, this
study provides insight into the nature of horse-rider interaction in the jumping and the rider’s
policy.

Introduction

G-16

In horse-riding, a rider controls the horse through
their interaction so that the horse runs fast or jumps
over hurdles. Moreover, the rider’s proficiency would
have effects on the horse in the interaction [1,2]. To
analyze such an effect, the quantification of the move-
ment is essential. To quantify the movement, a model
representing the main features of the phenomena is re-
quired [3-5]. For this purpose, three spring(-damper)-
mass (SDM) models were proposed in horse trot [6].
The models regard the horse-riding as the one-dimens-
ional system in the vertical displacement. Two of
them (SDM with a forcing function for the rider and
SDM with an active spring for the rider) modeled the
vertical displacements of a horse and its rider. More-
over, the models showed a decrease in the horse’s work
in different riding techniques in the trot. The trot is
quantitatively understood, being modeled. In con-
trast, the quantitative understanding of the riding in
horse jumping is still open.

In horse jumping, the quantitative understanding
of the riding is still insufficient due to a lack of effec-
tive models although the riding in the jumping has
been investigated in various aspects [7-12]. Hence,
the rider’s policy is unclear on the effects in the horse-
rider interaction even though the rider has an impor-
tant role in controlling the horse [12-14]. Thus, an
effective model is necessary to understand the rider’s
policy in the interaction in the jumping. Here, one
of the successful models, SDM with an active spring
for the rider (Fig. 1), has the applicability for the

jumping because the model has two plausible factors
for the jumping. The first is force contact factors
that can represent contact and suspension phases of
a horse and its rider. The second is an active spring
for the rider that can control the rider’s movement.
Therefore, the models would be capable of represent-
ing a jumping horse and its rider in the interaction
although it is needed to modify the horse’s model.

The purpose of this study is to identify the rider’s
policy as the understandable quality in order to un-
derstand their movement and its proficiency in the
horse-rider interaction in the jumping. We hypoth-
esized that the rider’s policy is the minimization of
mechanical properties that the horse needs to pro-
duce. As the mechanical properties, the peak force,
the peak power, and the total work were applied. To
this end, we proposed a model of a jumping horse
and its rider as the one-dimensional system in the
vertical displacement, based on SDM with an active
spring of the rider, and confirmed the rider’s policy
in the interaction on the simulational approach using
the proposed model.

2 DMaterials and Methods

2.1 Mathematical model of a jumping
horse and its Rider

The proposed model of a jumping horse and its rider is
the same with SDM with an active spring of the rider
(Fig. 1) except for the mechanism of the horse’s ver-
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Figure 1: Spring-Damper-Mass with an active spring
for the rider. k,: rider’s constant spring stiffness,
ky;: rider’s variable spring stiffness, kj: horse’s spring
stiffness, ¢,: rider’s damping coefficient, c;: horse’s
damping coefficient, m,.:rider’s mass, mp: horse’s
mass, Fj: horse’s amplitude of the forcing function,
wp: horse’s angular frequency of the forcing function,
Nrs: rider’s force contact factor for k. 4, 7, rider’s
force contact factor for k,;, n,: horse’s force contact
factor, t: time.
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Figure 2: Spring-Damper-Mass with an active spring
for the rider and a square wave forcing function for
the horse. k,  : rider’s constant spring stiffness, k; ;:
rider’s variable spring stiffness, kj: horse’s spring
stiffness, c¢,: rider’s damping coefficient, c;: horse’s
damping coefficient, m,.: rider’s mass, my: horse’s
mass, F'F}: horse’s square wave the forcing function,
N rider’s force contact factor for k, s, 1y ;: rider’s
force contact factor for k,;, n,: horse’s force contact
factor, t: time.

tical oscillations. In the model, the bodies of a horse
and its rider are represented by mass points mj; and
m,. Each is connected with springs and damper(s)
and has contact factors (Fig. 2).

2.1.1 Rider’s model

SDM with an active spring for the rider has two springs
with constant stiffness &, s called a saddle spring and
variable stiffness k,.; called an (leg) active spring. The
model is originally for the trot. In the rising trot,
which is a kind of riding techniques, the rider has the
standing and sitting phases. In the sitting phase, the
rider’s biomechanical properties are determined by a
saddle, the upper body connected with the saddle,
and the legs. In contrast, in the standing phase, the
property is mainly determined by the legs that will
change the effective stiffness because of losing con-
nection between the saddle and the upper body. For
this reason, the two springs were introduced in the
model.

The stiffness k,.; takes a sinusoidal value from k. ; pqse
t0 k.1 base + kr1,amp With phase difference «, and the
angular frequency w, (27 f,, where f,. is the time fre-
quency). In addition, the two springs have the force
contact factors ), s and 7, ;, respectively. In total, the
dynamics of the rider at time ¢ is described as

My 2y = _nr,cCT(ér - Zh)
- nr,skr,sgr,s - nr7lkr,l€r,l —m:g, (13‘)
kr,l = kr,l,base
+ krtamp(0.5 — 05sin(y, +w,t),  (1b)
Zray = Zr.m,base — Zrom,amp Sin(’Yr + Wrt)a (10)
Er,s — (ZT — Zh) - ZTJ]S ; (1d)
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1
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where z is the vertical displacement, Z is the ver-
tical velocity, € is the strain of the movement, 7 is the
force contact factor, z,.,, and z,, vase are the average
of the difference between the heights of the rider and
the horse, g is the constant gravitational acceleration,
and a is a constant that determines the tendency of
the contact’s switch.

2.1.2 Horse’s model

SDM with an active spring for the rider is originally
for horse’s trot. Thus, the model assumed that the
vertical oscillations of the horse’s body are excited
by a motor system that is described as a sine wave



forcing function (Fig. 1). Meanwhile, the jumping is
not like the motor system. Accordingly, we equipped
the model with a square wave forcing function FF},
for the jumping horse instead of the sine wave forcing
function (Fig. 2).

The dynamics of the horse at time ¢ is described
as

MpZn = —NhChih — MrsCr(Zn — 2r) — Nnknen
=+ nr,skr,sgr,s + nr,lkr,lgr,l
—mpg + npFF, (2a)
g = T Ehn (2b)
Zh,n
1
Nh = (2¢)

1+ exp(aep)’

Ah takeof f (tsl <t< tel)
FFh = h landing (ts2 <t< teQ) (2d)
(otherwise)

where Ay, takeors is the amplitude for the take-off
from time tg; to te1 and Ap janding is the amplitude
for the landing from time ts1 to te1. An 1anding Was
introduced since the horse decelerates downwards by
itself at landing in terms of vertical CoG’s displace-
ment.

2.2 Data acquisition for parameter es-
timation

The proposed model is a mass-point model in the ver-
tical displacement. The centers of gravity (CoGs) in
the vertical displacement are needed to build the mod-
els. For this, first, we got anatomical positions of
riders and horses from video data and calculated the
CoGs using the positions extracted.

Two videos for the jumping (Datall: fps 29.7
and Data2?: fps 25) were collected from the Internet
videos site. From the two videos, anatomical posi-
tions of the riders and the horses were extracted by
using DeepLabCut (a tool for markerless pose estima-
tion of body parts based on deep learning) [15]. The
scales (pixel/m) of the videos were calibrated so that
the horse withers height was 1.6 m.

The anatomical positions for a rider were the head,
the shoulders, the hip, the elbows, the wrists, the fin-
gertips, the knees, the ankles, the heels, and the toes.
The extracted points with low likelihood for estima-
tion and those that appear wrong were manually cor-
rected. The extracted points were used to calculate
the CoGs of each of the four body parts (the upper
body, the upper legs, the lower legs, and the feet) as
done in [16] and the CoG of the rider using

S 2G,imy
=) (3)

i=1

1https ://www.youtube. com/watch?v=GS8WGSPZAKU
2https://www.youtube. com/watch?v=Gtn2w8-QbjI

where m is the mass, zg ; and m; are the CoG position
and the mass in each body parts, respectively. The
mass of the rider was set to 60 kg.

The anatomical positions for a horse were the nine
points and were used to calculate the CoG of each of
the five body parts (the head, the neck, the trunk,
the shoulders, and the thighs) as done in [17] and
the CoG of the horse using (3). Note that we used
more parts to calculate the CoG of the horse than the
previous study [6] where the CoG was the average of
the spinous processes of the sixth thoracic and the firt
lumbar vertebrae, because the horse moves its neck to
maintain the body balance during jumping [7]. The
mass of the horse was set to 600 kg.

The CoGs were calculated frame by frame and
then filtered by Savitzky-Golay filter [18] for smooth-
ing.

2.3 Estimation of model parameters

The parameters in the model were estimated from the
observed displacements z, and zj;, by using DE [19,20].
Here, the objective function for the estimation was the
mean square error from the observed and modeled dis-
placements of the horse’s and rider’s CoG. The search
range of the parameters are presented in Table. 1,
which was determined from the values in [6, 21-23]
and in this study. To evaluate the error between
the observed and modeled displacements, the differ-
ential equations in the models were solved in RK45
(scipy.integrate.solve_ivp [24]) during parameters’ es-
timation in DE.

2.4 Rider’s policy in the horse-rider in-
teraction

The mechanical values were calculated in order to
show that the rider’s policy is to minimize the me-
chanical values that the horse produces using SDM
with an active spring for the rider and a square wave
forcing function for the horse.

As the understandable quality for the rider’s pol-
icy, the force Fy, 4, the absolute power P, , and the
total work W}, that the horse produces to the ground
were calculated as

Frng = —nnenz — nuknen + qpFFy, (4)
Py, =Fp g|2n] (5)

an/mﬁ (6)

We calculated peak forces, absolute peak pow-
ers, and total works that the horse produced to the
ground using Equations (4)—(6) during take-off and
landing. The mechanical values were calculated at
the estimated parameters of the rider and at the per-
turbed parameters of the rider. The perturbed pa-
rameters of the rider are shifted parameters of the esti-
mated ones, where active spring base stiffness &, ; pase
(kN m~1!) and damping coefficient ¢, (kg s™!) were



Table 1: Search range of the model parameters for the horse and the rider

Horse’s parameters

Search range

damping coefficient ¢, (kg s~ ')
spring stiffness k, (kN m™1)
amphtude Ah takeof f, landing (N)
take-off time window ts1,te1 (s)
landing time window ts2, te2 (S)

0 — 10000
0-80
0 — 12000

0 — half of the whole time
half of the whole time
— end of the time

Rider’s parameters

Search range

damping coefficient ¢, (kg s~ )
saddle spring stiffness k. s(kN m™")

active spring base stiffness k1 pase (kN m™1)
active spring increase stiffness kr i amp (KN mfl)

phase difference ~,
leg’s amplitude 2, amp (M)
time frequency f, (Hz)

0 — 3000
0-80
0-40
0-40
0—-2m
0-0.3
0-3

shifted. Note that the shifts are of the rider’s pa-
rameters, not of the horse’s ones, and 25, and g5 in
Equations (4)—(6) were calculated in the estimated
parameters and in each set of the perturbed parame-
ters.

The calculation of the mechanical values were con-
ducted in order to show that the rider’s policy is to
minimize the mechanical values that the horse pro-
duces. Hence, this assumed that the mechanical val-
ues are minimized at the estimated parameters, not
at the perturbed parameters.

3 Results

SDM with an active spring for the rider and a square
wave forcing function for the horse successfully mod-
eled the observed displacements of the horses and the
riders (Fig. 3)(Coefficient of determination R? , Data
1: rider= 0.990, horse= 0.952, Data 2: rider=0.985,
horse= 0.906).

The results of the calculations of the mechanical
values showed that, at landing, the peak forces on
Data 1 and 2 (Fig. 4 (d, j)) and the peak power on
Data 1 (Fig. 4 (e)) at the estimated parameters were
the smallest and that the peak power on Data 2 (Fig.
4 (k)) and the total works on Data 1 and 2 (Fig. 4 (f,
1)) at the estimated parameters was smaller than ones
at the perturbed parameters. In contrast, at take-of,
the mechanical values did not drastically change at
any points (Fig. 4 (a —¢), (g —1)).

4 Discussion

To quantitatively understand the rider’s policy in terms
of the mechanical perspective, we modeled a jump-

ing horse and its rider, adjusting the horse’s model of

SDM with an active spring for the rider. The results

gave some insight into the horse-rider interaction in

jumping and the rider’s policy. The details are dis-

cussed below.
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Figure 3: Vertical the displacements observed and
modeled by SDM with an active spring for the rider
and a square wave forcing function for the horse.
Rider observed (blue line) : rider’s displacements ob-
served from video data, rider modeled (orange line)
: rider’s displacements modeled by the model, horse
observed (green line) : horse’s displacements ob-
served from video data, horse modeled (red line) :
horse’s displacements modeled by the model. Coef-
ficient of determination R? , Data 1: rider= 0.990,
horse= 0.952, Data 2: rider=0.985, horse= 0.906
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Figure 4: The mechanical values that the horse produced to the ground. (a — c): force, power, and work, at
take-off on Data 1, (d — f): force, power, and work, at landing on Data 1, (g — i): force, power, and work
at take-off on Data 2, (j — 1): force, power, and work at landing on Data 2. Spring stiffness 0.337 kN m™
and damping coefficient 305.6 kg s~! are the estimated parameters of the rider on Data 1. Spring stiffness
2.374 kN m~! and damping coefficient 1749.7 kg s~! are the estimated parameters of the rider on Data 2. The
others are the perturbed parameters of the rider.



4.1 Horse-rider interaction in the jump-
ing

The nature of the horse-rider interaction in the jump-
ing would be mass-point bouncing of a horse and its
rider in the vertical direction, like the trot [6]. This
is because the one-dimensional system of a spring-like
manner successfully modeled a jumping horse and its
rider (Fig. 3). Actually, all animals that run, hop,
and trot bounce along the ground in a spring-like
manner [25-30]. This means that the main feature of
these movements is the vertical displacement in the
spring like manner. Like the movements, a jumping
horse and its rider that are represented by the springs’
model (Fig. 3) would also essentially be the one-
dimensional movement although the horse and rider
are represented by the two mass-points.

4.2 Rider’s policy

The results indicates that the rider’s policy is to min-
imize the mechanical values that the horse produces
at landing. In fact, the mechanical values at the esti-
mated parameters were smaller than ones at the per-
turbed parameters or the smallest at landing (Fig. 4
(d - f), (i-1)). In particular, the peak force and the
peak power were particularly evident compared with
the work (Fig. 4 (d — f), (1 —1)). This should be
related to the property of the jumping. It is an “in-
stantaneous” movement. In contrast, in the trot that
is a “continuous” movement, the total work of the
horse was also minimized in the optimal mode of the
riding [6]. This is the difference of the property be-
tween the trot and the jumping. In the jumping, the
rider’s policy should be the minimization especially in
the peak power and the peak force. In other words,
in the instantaneous movement, that is, the jumping,
the rider’s policy can be to suppress the sudden mus-
cle motion of the horse.

In addition, the results indicates that the profi-
ciency in the rider’s policy is reflected at landing, since
at take-off, the mechanical values did not drastically
change at any parameter points (Fig. 4 (a — ¢), (g
—1)) while at landing, the mechanical values changed
depending on the parameters. At take-off, the horse
jumps up and lift up the rider under any rider’s mo-
tions and positions. In contrast, at landing, the rider
could control the peak of the force and the power that
the horse produces, changing the rider’s position and
the rider’s landing moment with the horse’s landing
moment. For these reasons, rider’s proficiency could
be reflected at landing.

5 Conclusion and Future Works

We found that the rider’s policy would be the mini-
mization of the mechanical values that the horse pro-
duces at landing. In particular, the peak force and the
peak power were particularly evident. This is likely
to be related to the property of the jumping. Besides,

the horse-rider interaction in the jumping would es-
sentially be the mass-point bouncing in the vertical
displacement since a jumping horse and its rider were
successfully modeled in the one-dimensional system
of two springs. In conclusion, the hypothesis that the
rider’s policy is the minimization of the mechanical
values the horse produces was confirmed.

A future work is practically to compare proficient
riders with beginner’s in the proposed model in order
to verify our indication regarding the rider’s policy
that is to minimize the mechanical values at land-
ing in more data. Proficient riders would reduce the
mechanical values. This comparison will make our
indication more persuasive.
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