o

HAI Y YIRID /A 2013

%ﬁg Human-Agent Interaction Symposium 2013 S-3
ARy k- FELHDERBEICEITSAIFOLTOEE

=

How Important Is Holding Hands on Building Relationship
Between Children and Robots
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Abstract:

The influence of holding hands for building relationship between children and robots

is investigated in this research. Especially on the first meeting, it is difficult for a child to be frank

once he/she starts to deny the partner. This is a significant problem for the robot to be a friend

with children. The initial approach of the robot to the child should be appropriate in the early

stage of relationship building. We hypothesize that physical communications, such as walking with

hand in hand, make the relationship between children and robots better. A holding hands system

has been implemented in a real robot, and an experiment was conducted at a kindergarten to

validate our hypothesis. The results strongly support our hypothesis.
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