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Abstract:

In this paper, we propose a design model of shapes and behaviors of

animated agents to express their utterance attitudes in conversations. The utterance

attitude plays an important role to make a communication smooth in conversations. By

expressing utterance attitudes suitably from an agent to human, human can understand

whether the agent wants to speak or want us to speak. We design shapes of animated

agents and interaction behaviors based on the utterance attitude model. We employ

sphere shape as abstract agents and the agents change the shape to express their

utterance mind to start to speak by stretching itself. We also introduce simple “hand”

gestures of agents to let another agent speak in conversation. The study will be useful to

develop conversational agents and to understand our cognition ability.
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