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Forming an attachment to a robot that reacts selectively to infant-directed speech
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Abstract: It is known that the prosodic feature of infant-directed speech (IDS) is different from that of
adult-directed speech (ADS). Two hypotheses, H1: a robot that reacts selectively to IDS elicits IDS from
its partner, and H2: talking to a robot with IDS strengthens an attachment to the robot, were tested by two
experiments in which subjects interact with a robot that reacts selectively to IDS or ADS. Although the
experiments did not support H1, they showed that another hypothesis, H3: a robot that does not move
well elicits IDS from its partner, will be supported by additional experiments. The experiments also
demonstrated that H2 will be supported by additional experiments, and that a robot that reacts selectively

to IDS forms a better impression than the robot that reacts selectively to ADS.
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