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Why do children feel mind to the robot

—Rhythm brings about animacy —
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Abstract: Children often recognize and treat a non-animate object as a living thing. Piaget named this
phenomena “animism” and he reports some properties of objects (e.g. self-propelled movement) drive
children’s animacy. The concept of animism defined by Piaget only focused on independent properties of
object. However children always interact with external objects and child’s animacy is often driven in
these interactions regardless of object’s independent properties (e.g. imaginary friend). Hence we must
consider properties of interaction between child and objects for realizing children’s natural animism. In
this study, we investigated how child’s animacy is driven in child-robot rhythmic interaction with two
behavioral measurements (child’s drawing of the robot and rhythmic entrainment).
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