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Abstract: Japan is developing social robots in an increasingly fierce competition with Europe, the

United States, and developing countries. In the future, conscious goals that guide the development

of robots must be radically transformed from the sole pursuit of high performance and economic

benefits to robots that humans find pleasing to interact with. This study places importance on the

development of social robots that incorporate the unique sensitivity and culture of the Japanese,

and proposes a new direction for robot development: construction of robots that are analogous to

“Yokai-gaku.” This “Yokai robot” will, from the position of a “stranger,” increase active interaction

and motivation for communication among human participants. This paper presents two efforts

already undertaken toward this goal, along with the results of related experiments.
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