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Abstract:

People use two distinct cognitive strategy to understand and predict others’ behavior:

mind-reading and behavior-reading. While behavior-reading models other’s behavior on the basis

of superficial input-output relatioship, mind-reading attributes abstract internal mental states to
others as the cause of their behavior. In the present study, we investigated which cognitive strategy
do four to five years and seven to eight children use to understand robot’s behavior. Experiment

with a robot which has two input-output relationship (one-to-one and one-to-many) was used. The

result indicates that understanding the robot’s behavior in terms of mind-reading is easier for the

four to five years children than behavior-reading. However, children at seven to eight years shows

different tendency in which they use behavior-reading to understand robot’s behavior rather than

mind-reading.
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