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Children and adults have different viewpoints

— Perceptions of children’s, university students’, and elderly people’s perceptions of agency
change across the lifespan—
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Abstract: Children have different perceptions of agency than adults do. In particular, children often
recognize and treat inanimate objects as living things. We conducted a questionnaire survey of
kindergarteners and university students in order to capture the differences between the two groups’
perceptions of agents. We used eight types of agents, a frog, dog, baby, mother, ghost, God, and two types
of robots, as the stimulus. The results showed that children assigned higher levels of agency to some
creatures, such as frogs, and non-creatures, such as robots, than university students did. In addition,
regardless of the proposed agent’s creature / non-creature status, children felt positive emotions for the
agents. In the future, by performing a comparison with elderly subjects, we hope to capture the changes in

the agency perception over the lifespan.
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