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Abstract: It is known that even a non-human object which acts socially can be regarded as an emotional object. In this
study, we predict that people may feel emotion from such an object more strongly than from a human-like object even
when both objects act socially in a similar fashion. In two experiments, we investigated the emotion recognition between
movies of the illustration of two humans, those of two simeji mashrooms, and those of two matchsticks; all the objects in
these movies moved so that they came close to or departed from each other in a pair.

The result of our experiments showed that participants evaluated the illustration of humans as having most human-
like appearance; on the other hand, when the participants watched the movies wherein the objects approach each other,
participants estimated simeji mashrooms as having emotion most strongly. These results suggest that even a non-human
object which does not have completely human-like appearance can promote strong emotion recognition when it looks as

acting socially.
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