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The Effect of Virtual Seating Arrangement and Voice Source
Direction Control on the Perceived Presence of Others in
Online Meetings
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Abstract:
exclusively through screens.

Online meetings often lack a shared sense of spatial unity, as interactions occur
This limitation can lead participants to experience a diminished
sense of connection and, consequently, feelings of isolation. The present study investigated how
seating arrangements, along with directional audio cues aligned with those arrangements, influence
participants’ perceived presence of others. The results indicate that synchronizing the sound source
with the seating configuration enhances the perceived presence of close acquaintances, whereas side

- by- side seating contributes to increased feelings of security.
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